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Student operated radio stations at Amherst College, 
University of Massachusetts and Smith College have joined 
forces in what 1s believed to be the first direct-line bnter- 
collegiate broadcasting network in the country, it was announced 
today. The network to be known as the Pioneer Broadcasting 
System, or PBS, will held its formal opening on Friday, 

March 24 at an open house at Smith College when the first 
official joint boradcast will eminate from the Ballroom at 
the Davis Student Center on the Smith Campus. Visitingke- 
lebrities from every phase of the radio world will bee speak 
at his time. 

The three stations, Amherst College's WAMF, WMUA 
at the University of Ws deen cotta in Amherst, adn Smith's 
WCSR seven miles away in Northampton, Mass. will be linked 
by direct telephone connections, for the three-way broadcasts 
schedule for a one-hour minimum period each day. 

| The network brings together a state university, a 
privately endowed men's college and a privately endowed 
woman's college which are all residental. Students heads of 
the college stations point out that the joint programing wil 
enable each station to extend its time on the air to 69 hours 
a wek and to reach about 9,000 college listeners. It will 
also offer a greater variety in programs and a greater market 
to advertisers as well as give the technicians and production 
staffs and opportunity to meet more of the problems that are 
connected with professional radio work. 

PBS, which gets its name from the Pioneer Valley area 
in which the three colleges are located is headed by a board 
of nine directors and a president. They are : Robert Vance, 


Wayne Langill, Patricia Butler, Edward Hopple, Selma Pier-~ 
son, Robert Bates, John Hubbard, Eleanor Echkison, and 
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Roy Pitman. 

Starting boradcasting during the past academic year 
the radio stations on the three Conneticut Valley campuses 
have been a recent development but student interest in mem- 
bership and participation has been high with a total of more 
than 350 students now working on the three stations. All 
three stations operate on carrier current which means that 
programs are piped 40 the college buildings by wire. 

WCSR at Smith with a present staff of approxiamtely 
150 was established by money from a student activities fund 
voted by the student body for the purpose. It is housed in 
a college garage made over into a radio station. This year 
broadcasting hours have been tripled and the station has 
instituted various experimental programs including a weekly 
visiting college night in which the radio staffs of Yale, 
Dartmouth, Harvard, MIT etc. participated. 

4mpherst's WAMF is located in the basement of 
Walker Hall and its 60 man staff this year has remodeled 
its studios and built new transmitting equipment. Its 
8 hour a day sehedule includes visiting speakers as well 
as remote broadcasts of Amherst out-of-town sports events. 

Starting with only public address and recording 
equipment from Fort Devens Station WMUA acquired army 
surplus equipment from Fort Yevens, received a charter 
from the university and developed into a radio station. 
The 200 students and faculty members, who make up the 


station personnel, are headed by a five man borad of dir- 
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student senate of the i ae 
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WCSR ~ Smith College WAMF - Amherst College WAIC - American International College 
Fall Term - 1951 
National Advertising Rate Sheet 
for 
PBS 


THE PIONEER BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


1 Period Periods 12 Periods 36 Periods 
1 Hour $27.00 $25.65 $21.60 $18.90 
% Hour $18.00 $17.10 | $14.40 $12.60 
4 Hour $10.00 $9.50 $8.00 $7.00 
Discounts 5% 20% 30% 


Spot Rates - Station Breaks and during music programs: 
(1 minute or two $ minutes of adverbising) 


1 time ~- $2,45 10 times ~ $1.75 20 times- $1.50 36 times - $1.25 


The above rates are for time charges, including facilities of the 
station, engineers, staff announcer, and commercial copy service. All special 
details such as talent charges, program lines for remote broadcasts etc. are extra, 
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THE PIONEER BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
WCSR « Smith College 


WAMF «= Amherst College 
WMUA ~ University of Massachusetts 


LOCAL ADVERTISING RATES February, 1950 


1 period 5 periods 16 periods 48 periods 80 periods 


1 hr, $25 .00 $23.75 $20 ,00 £17.50 $15.00 
2 hr. 18,00 17.10 14,410 Loe) 10,80 
ant’. 14,00 13.30 11,20 9,80 8.40 
| 5 min, 5.00 4.75 4.,00 4,00 4.00 
spot 3.00 2.05) 2250 2.50 2,50 


The above rates are for P, B.S. time and line charges, 
They include studio fecilities and engineers, staff announcers, 
copy service, sand network facilities, Special lines, programs, 
or talent charges are extra, when needed. For special details 
contact a station or network representative, 


5 periods # Once a day for a week 
16 periods # Once a week for a term 
48 periods - Three times a week for a term 
80 periods = Five times a week for a term 


Frequency discounts are calculated on the following basts&: 


5 periods = 5% off 
16 periods « 20% off 
48 periods - 30% off 
80 periods = 40% eff 
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The Pioneer Broadcasting System 


Walker Haal 
Amherst, Mass, 
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2. B.S, 
‘THE PIONRER BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Walker Heil 
omens YASH, 


reement entered inte this no eet Hee OF Val! eee 
by and between P. B, S., The Pioneer roadcasting System >; end the 
pnecg herearter called the : Adwertiser, witnesseth that, 


t to the terms and conditions printed on this contract, P, B, &. 
3 to furnish + i gh facilities over fia network tos 
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a Network Charge ; Talent Other Charge 
- oadcasts $3 $ Deiter Bs. eae :. 
| _ Broadcasts $ 3 Sas Lees Une ert 

4 e per broadcast 


s for contract 


In return for said service the Advertiser agrees that payments are to be 
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made to the Network as follows: 
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Cre our tenis and seals the dey and date first mentioned above: 
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frie agreement may be termn 

a sites ett are a wer ‘ % vac hae Fe et ” a af 
two Week's notice therwise stipulated on the face of 


% fe $3 & 21 
order, Any renewal of this eentract ghall be eubject to the Tates & 
Larmas in effect at the time of such renewal, If the adveriiser ter 
inates the agreement it will pay the network according to the’ 


2o 8 Ws Se Fo Be 
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services rendered by the atation, If the station termingbes 
meant, either the advertiser and the network Will agree or 
substitute day or time &t the rates in effect at the tire 
wae made, or, the advertiser will pay the station &Eecgrx 
apecified herein, for all previous services rendered by th 
that is, the advertiser shall have the benefit of the ame BEE 
which the advertiser would heave earned hac it been allowed to complete 
the order, Im the event of such termination, neither party ehall ve 
tiable te the ather party otherwise than as specifier in thie paragyps, 
{a fi 
Bae) 


LIMABILITY TO BROADCAST 


Showka the network, for any reason whataecever, be unable to broadcas ae 
one of the advertiser’s progtac at the time spee.fied, the station akals 
not be liable to the advertiser for damagea but #ill commnicate with 
the advertiser for gS far in advance as Poxeible, The alvertiaeer wild ~ 
hen either agree with the networks on & satigfectery substitute time 
for the broadcast, or, if no such agreement cai. be reached, the brosdcad 
will te considered as cancelled without affect ng the rate show on 1 
‘contract, im the event of euch cancellation o” pogstpoument, the ne 
wil} make, if approved by the advertiser, & su.tavle courtesy announc 
ag to the reason for cancellation or postponment, end as to any cubate 
time agreed upon, . , Asters Sere : tae 
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SUBSTITUTION OF PROGRAE Of PUBLIC IMPORTAROR <wronnyernr emi FT 


re network shell have the right to cancel any broadeast covered by 
order and substitute @ program of auch outetanding public importance 
failure to broadcast same would work injury @like to te work & 

advertiser, In such case, the station Wilh notify the ad Ber 
an advance as possible, and the advwertiner and the networ 
a satiefactory subatitute day or time for the dcant,. 
agreement can be reached, the broadcast wild be ¢ nsidere 
without affecting the rates or rights shown on % : 

of such cancellation or postponment, the ne two: 
wy the advertiser, a suitable courtesy announ 
cancellation or postponment and as te any subi 
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The idea for a radio station at Amherst College first 
saw the light in January of 1948, but actual broadcasting didn't 


start until the fall of the same year. The original location 


of WAMF was in the basement of Walker Hall where the studios 
still remain today. The first Broad of Directors organized 

and directed the activities of the station during its initial 
year. Handicapped with having to introduce a new activity to 
the college campus, they spent most of their time promoting 

the station to the faculty and student body. The work of last 
year laid the groundwork for continued growth and expansion of 
WAMF in the year to come. With this improvement in mind the 
staff of 1949-'50 went to work remodeling the studios as well 

as building completely new transmitting equipment. Along with 
this physical expansion, the separate departments of the station 
were organized and coordinated into a smoother running 
organization. Programs are broadcast to 2000 members of the 
college community by means of carrier éurrent. Now broadcasting 
8chours a day, the 60 man staff of WAMF has plans for extending 
their broadcasting time to 11 hours a day. Included in this 
expansion program are actual broadcasts of visiting speakers, 
glee clubs, college functions, and remote broadcasts of Amherst 
sporting events played out-of-town. During the late fall WAMF 
joined with WMUA of the University of Massachusetts in an actual 
Broadcasting network which has proved successful enough in its 
early stages to be expanded and become a permanent part of college 


radio cooperation. 


Officers: a 
Pea her opert OAngec |. fh. 
Technical Director Bob=Vene e Af) Jo ADU 
_ Presid cnt—prastens- \ 
Program Director John Hubbard 


Business Mer. Edwards Hopple 
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7 WMUA 


Radio station WMUA at the University of Massachusetts was evolved 
in November 1948 out of the University Radio Club, which consisted 
mainly of public address and recording equipment. With the aid of 
army surplus equipment from Fort Devens, the Radio Club was transformed 
into the present radio station. The Station received a charter from 
the college and was allocated the college recording studios for its 
operations, In addition the station has a completely equipped studio 
at the athletic field as well as remote lines to many centrally 
located buildings on campus. The programs are broadcast to approximately 

(5000) members of the college community by carrier.current, Many notables 
and popular entertainers have been hear@ over WMUA, among them the 
famous orchestras of Duke Ellington, Johnny Long, and Ray McKinley. 
The station is financed by money allocated by the student Benate of 
the University and is headed by a five man Board of Directors. The 
total station personnel numbers approximately 135 students and faculty 
members. During the week the stetion broadcasts 8 hours a day and 
is expecting to expand its weekend broadcasts. Included in thead 
broadcasting schedule are play-by-play athletic contests, speeches, 
special college functions, etc. During the last month the station 
has joined with WAMF of Amherst College tn an actual broadcasting 
network, which has proved itself successful and opened a new phase 


in intercollegiate radio cooperation among the two schools. 
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STATION OFFICIALS: 


Station Manager 

Program Director 

Ass't Station Manager 
Public Relations Director 
Technical Director 


Wayne Langill 
Irv Wasserman 
Roy Pitman 
Davéd Meltzer 
/ Robert Bates 
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Be it known that ei GiOSR of 


having given evidence of satisfactory broadcasting eeitndes and a 


desire to be associated with The Pioneer Broadcasting System is 
hereby granted this Certificate of Membership in The Pioneer 
Broadcasting System subject to the constitution and by-laws to 


be established now or hereafter. 


in the year of 


Gayot. 


our Lord 1950 | in witness whereof this Certificate has been 


feet [C./ 


President 


res = 2 oe Boon 


signed and sealed by 


vere 


ay 


List of Editors for PBS Invitations aa 


“ <a 


Billboard- Jerry Franken 
1564 Broadway 
N.xe i 


Broadcasting - Sol Taishoff 
§70 National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 


PAfeaenciserie- Betsy Talbot Blackwell, editor-in-chief 
Publication Office 


122 E. 42nd St. 
N.Y. 17, N.Y 


Newsweek- Maicolm Muir, chairman of editorial board —= VC“ 
Chet_Shaw, executive editor 
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Radio Daily: Frank Burke 
1501 Broadway 
New York, N¥ 


Radio Mirrors Doris MeFerran y 859 Wank 
205 Ee 42nd St. iY e —— 
Mets Ne¥'s Q ; 


|/ Seventeen- Helen Valentine te 
11W. 42nd St. ; 
: N.Y. NeVe 


Time- Henry Luce, editor-in-chief 
330 E. 22nd St. 
Chicago, Ill. 


ie George Rosen 
Abel Green 
154 W. 46th St. 
New York 19, N.Y. 
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University of Mass. 


Trustees 


Bartlett, Joseph W. (Dr.) 
49 Federal Street 
Boston 


Brett, Alden Cc. | ee 7 
Hood Rubber Co, ‘gram (9 
’ Watertown SS 


Brown, Harry Dunlap 


Wyman Rd, 
Billerica 


Cashin, William M, 
1221 Canton Ave. 
Milton 


Carmichael, Pres. Leomard 
Tufts College 
Medford 


Chandler, John 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
41 Tremont Street 

Boston 


Deely, John M. 
Whiteholm Rd, 
Lee 


Desmond, Br. John jes Pb a 
Commissioner of Education | 


200 Newbury Street rr! 


Boston 


Haigis, John W, 
324 Main Street 
Greenfield 


Hoftzer, Ernast 
Boston Record American 
5 Winthrop Sq. 

Boston 


Hubbard, Dr. Clifford C. 
Marsfielé 


Leach,Mrs. Joseph 8. 
238 School Street 
Walpole 


McNamara, Mrs. Elizabeth L. ; 
Cambridge . SS ee 


Orton, Dr. William A. 
135 Vernon Street 
Northampton 


Taber, Ralph F, 
Curtis Publishing Co, 
Statler Bldg, 

Boston 


Whitmore, Philip F, 
Sunderland 


Administration 


Alviani, Doric 
58 Kellogg Ave. 
Amherst 


Brehn, GeorgeC,. 
169 Northampton Rd, 
Anher st 


Briggs, Lawrence W, 
1157 No. Pleasant Street 
Amherst 


Brown, Robert R, 
53 Sunset Ave. 
Amherst 


Burke, James W, 
180 Montague Rd. 
No, Amherst 


Cadigan, Donald W, 
219 Amity Street 
Amherst 


Curtis, Dean Helen 
Strong Street 
Amherst 


231 Elm Street 


David, Lionel G. ~y 
Northampton Sart Ss 
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University of Mass. Con‘, 


Hopkins, Dean Robert &. 
27 Searing Street \ reyeeh oY) 
Amherst 

Lanphear, Marshall 0. e1echm 
78 Fairview Way Drak tice a 
Anher st 


Pere 


Machmer, Dean William L. acee 
151 Amity Street eee 
Amherst 


McCartney, Robert J. 
No. Pleasant Street 


Amherst 

Marston, George A. ~ aa | 2 
28 Kellogg Ave. > -_—e 4 A py ~<a 
Amherst \ 


Musgrave, Arthur 
27 Woodside Ave. 


Amherst 

Rand, Frank Prentice h rein-ia 2 
35 Momt Pleasant Street) [U2 C 4a 
Amherst oe 


Smith, Walter W. 


Strutesbury Rd. } ACCEL iSsyC Qi 

I vere t t / . a oe a ar 

ecelkovas, Walter | -~, - 65, 4n\ideue, 

c/o Dr. Hogan Repeaters facets: Ae 


Amher st 

Teahan, Francis J. 
22 Hooker Ave. 
Northampton 


Van Meter, Dr. Ralph A. 


Zaitz, Anthony 
Federal Circle 
Boston 
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P tig ttle By 
To) OEHOW : evening radio’ students 
froms mith, Amherst, and the Univer- 

sof, assachusetts, will gather to 
celebra @ the formal opening of the 
Pioneer Broadcasting System. Several 
guests connected with radio work have 
been invited to attend. 


The Massachusetts University Ra- 
dio Station Orchestra will play at 7:00 
p.m., followed by five guest speakers; 
a representative from the governor of 
Massachusetts, Mayor Ryan, Mr. 
Charles De Rage from WHYN in Hol- 
yoke, Mr. F. Turner Cooke, the pro- 
duction head of WMAB in Springfield, 
and Mr. David Rynne, Jr., from MGM 
Records. 


At 8:00 p.m. there will be a formal 
presentation of the Network Charter, 
after which three selected programs 
from @ach school represented in PBS 
will” be broadcast. The Smith per- 
formers will include Pug Henry, 1952; 
Rhonda Rosenthal, 1951; Lois Markle, 
1951; Carol Joyce, 1950; and the 
Smiffenpoofs. The Amherst broadcast 
will be a fifteen minute program en- 
titled “The Happiest Man in the 
World.” An accordion player and a pi- 
anist will ‘represent, the University, of | 


Massachusetts, ‘Ss During the, evening 
lthere i is. to b 


roving, mike in the 
Up, spontaneous im- 
pressions and remarks of the guests. 
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‘Active’ Behind Airwave 


itself by national and | advertis- 
ing. 

Housed in a §mall buildifg near Da- 
vis Center, the\ station’ hag a control, 
room with a control panel, wo turn- 


tables, a microphone and: an an- 


nouncer’s booth; on the other side of. 
io fur- 
nished with a piano, a round table, two 


a glass partition is the stu 


| microphones and a synchronized West- 
jern Union clock. Two smaller. rooms 
store advertising files, script. cata- 
logues, the record library and radio 
logs. 

' Here a staff of 1380 headed by Sta- 
_tion Manager Selma Pierson experi- | 
/ment in iar caer techniques and 


| ficiency experts)! 
ltives are trait! fin the*Bn 

vertising. and” Publicity d partments. 
; announcers, script writers 


broadcasts un the ¢ ditgehior 

cy Kugel; Head‘of P¥6qnetic 

Clark, Head of the Technica iedaris 
_ (Continued i page OF-s 


49. The vol | 
y a two dol- | 
blanket tax. | 

s% supported | 


WCSR -. =~ 
(Conduct Prom page 1) 


meng supervise 


the hit parade. 
Call,” “Orchestra 
jockey programs @ 


purpose, “M 
on 
course on Th 


undée'Judy Maraniss § as af 
extensive record library. | 

added Be ith last year 
from Student Council. % 


tions was recently m 
tion recording compa 
lar records. 


By, trained technicians 
@ complicated controls. 


mostly musical 
Smith students 
vyeen texts to the 
or the tunes of 
ms entitled “On 
ail’? and other disc | Amherst, University of Massachusetts 


pi plays the 
all’s Music 13 


S supply popu- 


A number of programs are broad- 
cast in the educational, informational 
and dramatic fields. _“Inside Smith” 


Bean appor- 

. “publicity 
shows; ‘“V; ie s” offers job 
hints. WS; Bae table dis- 
iews, and dra- 
other popular 
features. 


wv he 
WCSR is a member of the Pioneer 
Broadcasting System including Smith, 


and AIC in Springfield,.This enables 
the station to have more hours on the ~ 
air by bringing in programs from the 
other colleges and presents a greater 
variety of entertainment. 


Pioneer ‘N etwork Op 


t2 


Inter-Collegé' Broadcastin, 


The formal opening of the Pioneer | are 
student |'195 


operated radiowe¥ic ork conne¢ting ‘nd 
Smith, Amherst, a (Univer sity 
wil 


Broadcasting. “system, a 


of Méassachusetts, take place 
Wednesday, evening, March 22, from 
7-10 pm fin Davis center. Personnel 


of the ‘three ‘stations and formally]i 


invited: Guests will”attend the opening. 

Theft official opening broadcast of 
what’ is believed to be the first direct 
lines inter-collegiate radio network 
willj emanate “from Davis ballroom 
andiwill be heard over the three sta- 


tions from 8-9 pm. Guest speakers} 


wilk\include Mr.-“Dave Rynne, Jr., 


naRe iting MGM; and a representa- 


tivaleti e:governor of Massachusetts, 
A presentative of Mademioselle 
will & yA be: present to cover the 
eventi sf Baldwin of Amherst will 
be the “of: ceremonies?si 


ery 11950," ‘is in‘charge of 
the fqmal opening. *Marilyn Moss, 
1952, will handle’ ‘tthe invitations, and 
Mary Lou Wagman, 1951, is arranging 


for the decorations. Refreshments 


ening O 


6e 


“i aheaa 
tation 

¥e of Jane Hei man, 
} ilhoff of Amherst. 


¥ is the head of the 
Check room com- 


mittee head is Susan Tuttle, Ano2s 


A Piofieer Broadcasting system 
banquet will be held before the open- 
ing and will include the radio station 
personnel of the three stations and 
the guest speakers. 
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> |» Students frome ‘Smith, ~Amherst 13 and the University. of Massachusetts 


eset united to. form the Pioneer Broadcasting System, one of the first in- 
tercallegiate networks in the country. The stations, WCSR, Smith; WAMF, 
Amherst, and WMUA, the University, are connected by telephone lines for 
joint programs broadcast daily, 
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» trols: as, left to: Rane Carol. Fields of Janesville, Wis., Smith pata oe Ralph Engelsman 
of New York city, ‘and | "Nesbitt Blaisdell of Washington, D, C., Amherst sophomores, and 
, Martha Lyon ‘of West. Hartford; Ct., Smith sophomore, enact a Gram] in co-operative broad- 


cast. over. WMAE,. i. 


pert! 
5 re. Rik s B GLE 


B wee 


rear ae 2 


Quiz TIME— i eralen iReintoan 
of New York, seated, puts. students 
through their. paces. on™ weekly ° 
WCSR show. Standing, from ‘the 
left; are Marjorie Shapira, Chicago; : 
Louis Binder, ‘Holyoke; Elizabeth 
Bentley, Perrysburg,.O., and Louis 
Cadorete of Northampton, 


CONCERT HALL.: - earner 
‘Gotchberg of- Brookline, an- 
nounces and directs recorded con- 
cert programs three times weekly, 
Watching is Wayne Langill of 
Claremont, N. H.; manager of the 


University of Massachusetts! sta- 
f tions: 
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NEWS OFFICE NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 
SMITH COLLEGE TEL. 2700 EXT. 434 


RELEASE: MARCH 23, 1950 


Northampton, Mass., March 223.....++++eeee--bast night in Pioneer Valley three 
colleges blazed a trail in intercollegiate broadcasting through the formal open- 
ing of the Pioneer Broadcasting System, a network joining the radio stations of 
Smith College, Amherst College, and the University of Massachusetts. 

Following a rousing send off by the University of Massachusetts Studio Or— 
chestra, the audience of over 200 invited guests seated in the ballroom of the 
Davis Student Center on the Smith campus witnessed the reading of the charter 
by PBS president Robert Vance of Worthington, Ohho, manager of the Amherst station, 
who then offic ially offered apes. in the network to radio stations WCSR, 
Smith College; WMUA, University of Massachusetts; and WAMF, Amherst College. 

Luke F, Ryan, mayor of Northamptog and representative of Governor Dever, 
made a short congratulatory speech extending the Governor's admiration of the 
"efforts of the college students who led the enterprise". E. Turner Cooke, prog- 
ram director of WMAS in Springfield, offered his congratulations edmonishing 
the staffs of the three stations to remember "the vital things in which you will 
deal - intelligence, laughter, music, end comaunication". 

President Cole of Amherst College acknowledged the initiative of students 
who had brought the three Valley Colleges closer together through this cooperative 
radio network, Other speakers included Robert Serger of the Decca Kecord Company; 
F. Day Tuttle of the Smith theatre department and former director of the Henry 
Aldrich radio shows; and A.L. Davis of the Western Massachusetts Electric Company. 

From 8 to 8:15 B.m., broadcasts were returned to the Smith radio station 
while the audience was given an opportunity to observe the exhibits in the Davis 
Student Center which indicated the progress of the individual stations through 
pictures, posters, and diagrams. A special PBS d&spley gave a preview of outstand~ 


ing vrograms which will be featured during the coming networkijmroadcasts. Moro — 
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From $:15 to 9:00 p.m. each station presented a fifteen minute show 
emphasizing specialties with which they will enrich network broadcasting. 
"Happiest Man on Earth" was a drawéatic productio n presented by the Amherst 
WAMF which spotlights such drama regularly in their pergram schedule. Louise 
Moncey, an accordionist from the University, was the WMUA attraction. Smith 
gave the final show with IA Mont t Eg ite of fashions and songs called "Ballads 
and Bows", two of the every features on the Smith station. 

When master of c remonies Jim aldwin of Amherst, in a coon skin cap, 
took over with his roving microphone from 9 to 10 poems, careful timbng and accur- 
acy emphasis gave way to audience participation and an atmosphere of real cele- 
bretion. Refreshments were served and the guests gathered in groups for informal 

mat tng 

chats while Jim stopped to interview various of the guests who offered their 
congratulations to the new network. Telegrams and messages from outstanding 
radio personalities such as Danny Seymour of "WE the People", as well as congrat~ 
ulations from loc al merchants were interspersed with the interviews. Informal 
singing groups from Smith and Amherst sang, and the University of “assachusetts 
Orchestra akko provided background music. 

Representatives of other colleges radio stations were present to mark 


this milstone in college radio. 
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NOTE TO EDITOR: Picture of three station heads available on request. 


Released for Sunday papers, March 12, 1950. 


Amherst, Mass., March 11... Student overated radio stations at Amherst 
College, University of Massachusetts and Smith College have joined forces in what is 
believed to be the first direct line intercollege broadcasting network in the country, 
it was announced today. The network, known as the Pioneer Broadcasting System or 
PBS, is now running test broadcasts and will have its formal opening and first 
official broadcast later this month. 

The three stations, Amherst College's WAMF, WMUA at the University of 
Massachusetts in Amherst, and Smith's WCSR seven miles away in Northamnton, Mass., 
will be linked by direct telephone connections for the daily three-way broadcasts. 

Student heads of the college stations noint out that the joint programming 
will enable each station to extend its time on the air to 69 hours a week and to 
reach about 9,000 campus listeners, It will also offer a greater variety in programs 
and a greater market to advertisers as well as give the technician and production 
staffs an opportunity to meet more of the problems that are connected with pro- 
fessional radio work, The test broadcasts which have been tried out on a five hour 
a day basis, have indicated the practicability of the three-way system. 

The network brings together a state university, a privately endowed men's 
college, and a privately endowed women's college, all of which are residential. 
Interest in radio on the three campuses is high and the thre6 staffs now total more 
than 350 students. Each college will present programs which have been effective on 


its own campus. Specialties include radio plays at Amherst, music at the University 
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of Massachusetts and interview programs at Smith, It is also expected that, from 
time to time, visiting speakers at one of the three colleges will be heard over the 
three station network. 

PBS, which gets its name from the Pioneer Valley area in which the three 
colleges are located, is headed by a board of nine directors with a president, 
Robert Vance of Worthington, Ohio, head of the Amherst station is president. The 
directors are Wayne Langill of Claremont, New Hampshire, head of the University 
of Massachusetts station; Patricia Butler of Brooklyn, New York, head of the Smith 
station; Edward Hopple from Cincinnati, Ohio, and John Hubbard frem White Plains, New 
York, representing the Amherst station; Rebert Bates frem Winchester and Roy Pitman 
from Dorchester, representing the University of Massachusetts station; and Selma 
Pierson from Binghamton, Wew York, and Hleanor Echikson from Maplewood, New Jersey 
representing the Smith station. 
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Amherst, Hass. » March 19... Student operated radio stations at Amherst College, 
University of Masaachusetts and Smith College have joined foress in what is believed to he 
the first direct@line intercoliece broadessting network in the country, it was cnnounced 
tedsy, The network, to be known ag the Pioneer Broadcasting System, or PBS, will have ite 
formal ovening on Wednesday evening, March 22, at an open house ot Smith Colleye, when 
the first official joint brosdcast will be msde from Davis Student Center on the Smith 
Campus. 

The three stetions, Amherst College's WAMF, WMUA at the University of Messoachusette 
in Amherst, snd Smith's VCSR seven miles eway in Northaapton, Mavs. wi be linked by direct 
telephone connections, for the three-way brosdeasts scheduled as 
each day, 


The network, which brings together » state university, 6 privately endowed men's 


hour minimum period 


college and privetely endowed women's college, was instituted to offer « greater vsriety 
in programs and a greater market to advertisers, es well us to give the technician and 
production steffs an opportunity to meet ~ore of the problems thst are counected with 
professional radio work. 

Student heads of the network point out thet the joint program will enable exch 
station to extend ite time on the sir to 69 hours a week and to reach «bout 9,000 college 


_ eteners. Each colle ar tices programa which huve been effective on ite own 


Began. (Spoctantied Nis radio plays et Amherst, music at the University of 
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They are: President, Robert Vance of Amherst BeEaON from Gelumbus , Datos Secretary~ 


Treasurer, Edwards Hopple of Amherst College, from ey? fo aie Y H 


qreblictty, 2 David Meltzer of the University of Massachusetts, from Pave RE Hye 
| 


3; Advertising, Selma Pierson of Saith College, from Binghamton, 
New York, Program directors «re: Vieanor Bakiikeon of Smith College, from Maplewood, 
New Jersey; John Hubbard of Amherst College, from Lotte P (Qestd , I i ; 
Robert Bates of hs University of Massachusetts, from (2D) Nc. rorarte. ae ites 
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Other members of the board are: Roy Pitman of the University of Massachusetts, ON 


C OSPR hou Ags Wayne Langill of the University of Massachusetts, from 
Sten 


SOF ; Sab! sen Bradford Butler of Smith College, from Brooklyn, 
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All thivee colleges are residential and the stations operate on carrier current 
Which means thet progrems are piped to the college buildings by wire. In each cese only 
the college commnityys; not the surrounding tom, is reached by the station, 

| WOSR at Suith vas set up with money from activities fund voted by the student 

body for the purpose, and it is housed in a college gerage, nade over into a radio station, 
This year broadcasting houre heve been extended and the stetion has instituted s weekly 
visiting college night in which Yale, Dartmouth, Harvard, MIT, ete. varticipeted. About 
200 students sre active in KEZEX WCSR. 

Amherst's VAMF is located in the basement of Walker Hsll and its 60 wen staff 
puts on a program § hours a dey with a plan for extending it to 12, This yesr it has 
remodeled its studies and built new trensmitting equipment. Ite progrems include visiting 


speakers and resnote brosdenats of Amheret out-of-town sports events. 
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Sterting out with only public address and recording equipment the University 
organization 

of Massachusetts MMMM acquired ermy surplus equipment from ForttDevens, received 6 

cherter from the university and developed into a radio station. The 135 students and 

faculty members, who make up the stetion persomel, are headed by a five min board of 

directors and the station is finznced by money allocated by the student senate of the 


Wniversity. 
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